
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

June 16, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney  
Jason Allen    

Donovan Gardner 
Paul Detrick 
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  169-2021 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Michael Sawka – 1. Noted that he had spoken to the Director of Code Enforcement and that 

they both came to the conclusion that a big part of the problem is the post office and warnings 

not getting to people on time. Noted that people are still going to complain. 2. Commented 
on Ordinance 19-2021 regarding banning all cannabis businesses and that he had sent 10 

emails and read the conclusion for the public and his feeling that this will be a benefit to the 
Township. Asked each Council member to vote no to this ordinance.  

 

Rachel Dudley – 1. Noted she owns a business here in town and has been watching the 
situation with cannabis being made legal. Stated she feels it would be unfair for the Township 

to vote no at the last minute. Noted she could have taken her business elsewhere but did not 
and advised she is on the list for a micro-license as a female Hispanic business owner for 

Pemberton Township. Stated she has lived here her whole life and started her business here 
and wants to stay here. Commented that she is educated and has licenses for CBD. Asked for 

Council to reconsider this before saying no to allowing cannabis businesses in town.  

 

America Phillips – 1. Noted that on June 3rd her neighbor had brought to her attention that 

she had cars around her property. Advised that she had received a notice of violation for her 
property on June 7th. Commented that the town has hired more code enforcement officers and 
she would like to know where they are. Stated the Township is not doing its job. Added that 

she received a certified letter and they came after her because she has 2 sheds on her property. 
Stated that ¾ of the houses in the Township have two sheds on their property. Commented 

that she works very hard for the things she has and uses them to store her items. Noted that 
her sheds are not permanent structures. Asked that the Township consider revising the 

ordinance to allow more than one shed.  

 

Lionel Lee – 1. Questioned if the residents can have a say in the operation of cannabis in the 
town. Noted he would like to see if the residents can decide that issue. Mr. Bayer advised that 

on many issues it can be but not on this one it cannot because of State regulations and the 
town needs to act by August 22nd and that we could not get anything on the ballot until 

November. Added that if the Council did not act we would lose the ability to regulate it for 
our town. Councilman Allen noted that at the last meeting two residents spoke on this matter, 

one was for and one was against.  

 

Michael J. Ruffalo – 1. Noted that he is in favor of allowing the zoning for cannabis 
businesses. Added that Mr. Sawka was correct in the information he provided from his 

research. Stated we would be missing out on a good revenue stream and feels we will be 



missing the boat if we ignore this.  
 

Joanna Kidd – 1. Commented that she is not happy about the cannabis but is not sure that it 

matters. Noted that she has neighbors that use it medicinally. 2. Commented on Ordinance 

25-2021 and only being allowed one unregistered vehicle. Advised on issues she has with 
homeowners or renters of homes bringing vehicles home to fix and sell. Added that there are 
delivery drivers constantly delivering parts to these houses. Stated that there is so much noise 

at the houses with power tools and air machines. 3. Commented on Ordinance 26-2021 and 
stated she would like to see an addition that makes tenants aware of the maintenance 

ordinances so that they do what they are supposed to do.  

 

Sandra Armstrong – 1. Noted her concerns because she has had two sheds for more than 20 

years. Questioned if she would now be fined and should she go to code enforcement. 2. 
Commented on the cannabis ordinance and noted she has done some research as well and 
read about the revenue that comes in from this. Added that she also read where the CDC 

addressed health issues from cannabis use and read what she had learned. Commented on her 
concerns with adolescents developing issues due to use. Noted she was for the medical use but 

that it was stated that more research was needed. Stated that there are consequences and she 

does not want to aid anyone negatively. Councilwoman McCartney asked Mr. Hornickel to 
speak on the shed ordinance. Mr. Hornickel noted that the two sheds was nothing new and 

had been in the ordinance for decades. Noted that this Council is catching flack on issues that 
were decided by another Council back in 1977. Added that they are not specifically targeting 

people but if they are out in the area and see it they are writing tickets. Discussion ensued on 
the sheds and the lack of enforcement over the years. Mr. Bayer advised that the last 

amendment to this ordinance was in 2001. Mr. Hornickel added that this may not be 
Council’s decision as the Planner would first need to check the Pinelands regulation on this.  

 

Donna Anderson Sweeney – 1. Commented on receiving a notice of violation for her fence 
and noted that it had been put in back in the 70’s. Stated she received a violation notice today 
that it has to be abated by the 24th. Stated she does not feel that she has enough time to abate 

this due to her circumstances. Noted that she is on a non-conforming lot and feels giving a 
resident 10 days to fix things is not enough time. Discussion ensued on the zoning violation 

and the reason why an extension cannot be given. Mayor Patriarca advised that this is a 
Zoning violation because of the issue with the site triangle. Noted that the only way this could 

be changed would be if Council amended the law. Discussion ensued on the amount of 
violations she was given. Mayor Patriarca advised that we would look into this. Mr. Bayer 
mentioned a lawsuit that the Township had against it, years ago, because of a site triangle 

issue that caused a horrific accident. Mayor Patriarca asked that she work on the site triangle 
part of the violation and he is going to look into the fence issue. It was noted that Mr. 

Hornickel would be a point of contact. 

 

Michelle Forman – 1. Commented that she thought it would be a good idea to reiterate the 

rules at the meeting. 2. Questioned who oversees this group. Mr. Bayer explained how this 

form of government works. 3. Noted she has an issue with the dilapidated sheds and cares 

more about that than the amount of sheds. 4. Stated she thought it would be a good idea to 

have a gazebo somewhere where people could listen to music. 5. Commented on the 

waterways and not being able to canoe because of trees falling into the water. Councilman 
Allen noted that last year the Township had hired a tree crew to help with this issue but that 

we do not have some of the equipment needed for the larger trees but might be able to be 
addressed in the future. 

 

Tom Pofahl – 1. Stated he had started a new business in town and was interested in cleaning 
up the trees near the creek and lakes in town. Advised that he had started cleaning from the 

gas station on Pemberton-Browns Mills Road going up to the next property. Stated he was 
interested in partnering with the Township and starting something like they had in the 80’s 

called the Cedar Program where the State took people that were on unemployment and put 
then to work clearing a creek. Stated he is on pandemic unemployment himself right now and 
noted he feels like he has to work hard at what he wants to see happen in this town, which is 

to appreciate what we have been given here in Browns Mills. Noted that no one else has what 
we have here. Commented on the trash he has towed out of the lakes and creeks. Noted that 

this was his first meeting and he can see that there is a lot going on here and he appreciates 
how everyone cares about that. Councilman Allen stated that everyone on Council and 

Administration appreciates what he said. Noted that they do work hard to listen to everyone 
and with social media rumors grow legs that are not always true. Mr. Pofahl advised that the 
name of his company is Love Jersey Crew. Mayor Patriarca extended an offer to him to join 

the Environmental Commission.  

 



Harvey Crawford – 1. Commented on what Mr. Pofahl is doing. Commented that his family 
has been coming here since 1919. Mentioned a group that was formed a while ago to explore 

what was good for Pemberton Township. Noted that the group had explained that they 
needed to use the lakes more. Stated he would like to see Mr. Pofahl get all of the support he 

can from the Township. Noted he thinks it would be a wonderful idea and would like to see it 
move forward. Councilman Gardner asked why the creeks are not used and if it is because 

they are hidden. Mr. Crawford stated that it was because we have always focused on the 
lakes.  

 

Justine Miller – 1. Noted that she was not born here but had come here about 13 years ago. 

Stated that the lakes are very beautiful but are overlooked. Mentioned that the Girl Scouts 
have canoe and kayak programs that are over an hour away. Advised that some of the issue is 

the debris in the water. Added that she would talk to Recreation and that maybe they could 
advertise kayak trips. Commented that she was going to try partnering with the Boy Scouts 

and Girl Scouts to bring their programs here. Mayor Patriarca commented on what the 
Township has done and is doing to promote and support our lakes. Added that all of our lakes 
are manmade and are not natural lakes and that everyone pays for their maintenance. 

Explained some of the history of the lakes and the investment that has gone into them 
including the new dams in Country Lakes. Mentioned maybe reaching out to the Army Corps 

of Engineers to help clean out the waterway. Suggested people look into Recreation to see 
what we are offering and to bring their suggestions as well.  

 

Harvey Crawford – 1. Stated that he hopes nothing he said he hopes was not construed to be 
negative. Noted that he and Mr. Pofahl are just hoping to expand on what has been done by 

the Township already.  

 

Questions submitted to the Clerk via Email: 
 

The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by Richard Gober and 
read into the record by Mrs. Cosnoski. I would like to thank Amy Cosnoski for her excellent 

explanation to the residents at the beginning of the last meeting on what they can speak on 
during their five minute public portion. Especially for explaining to the residents that they 

have the right to ask questions on any topic they wish even on new ordinances that are being 
introduced that evening. She was very clear and helpful thus residents who might not have 
been exactly aware of how that works now they know that they can have the opportunity to 

share a thought or even make a suggestion on a pending ordinance. Normally they would not 
have spoken on that until the ordinance was up for second reading and final vote and where 

the Council may have already decided on how they intended to vote. Hearing from the public 
in advance rather than just five minutes or so before they are going to vote may be helpful to 

Council to explore the residents’ concerns while their discussing the new ordinance between 
themselves. I do have a few questions that I would appreciate if Council would be kind 
enough to answer. None of the six questions that I asked at the last meeting were ever 

addressed by Council but I do want to thank Mr. Hornickel for following up in an email a few 

days later and copied Council as well so that might help them be prepared. 1. Will the 

Township Public Works be handling moving the 125 mailboxes from one side of the street in 

Sunbury to the other to accommodate the mail delivery person? 2. I do know there were 7 
people who spoke at the initial Township meeting held on this issue and that I would have 

heard the Mayor state a number of other residents have spoken to him and favored this idea 
but I would like to know if the Council was presented with a petition signed by a couple 

hundred residents that either own or rent in Sunbury or people who own properties there 
requesting that you do not do this. Will Council be willing to listen to those individual 

requests? 3. I was a little disappointed that Council has decided to go only to in person 
meetings and not allow the residents to also be able to call in as well. Would Council consider 

in the future allowing the public to call in to attend if they cannot attend in person? 4. Has the 

Administration actually ever received a written quote on the cost of the installation of security 
cameras to be installed in Sunbury Village and if so who it was from and how much was that 

quote for? Thank you for allowing me to have my questions read and I am hopeful that you 
may choose to answer them. Richard Gober. 
 
 

The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by James Boland and 

read into the record by Mrs. Cosnoski. 1. First I hope this is being read before in person 
comments not after because that’s what residents have requested and we weren’t given a 

reason it should be otherwise. 2. A number of residents are talking about next Wednesdays 

Zoning meeting at 7:30 pm the Board will decide whether or not to allow a dog kennel in a 
residential neighborhood. This could set a pattern so hopefully those interested can participate 

in the Zoning meeting. 3. When people talk about how terrible some properties in Pemberton 
really are we all understand and what’s being enforced is a 1994 law that says we can’t have 



more than 1 shed, fines of up to a $1,000 dollars, up to 90 days in jail. This town is peppered 
with abandoned buildings, grass that isn’t cut, tires, televisions, driveways overflowing with 

junk and meanwhile sheds are being targeted. It doesn’t make sense. Many people have no 
garage, no basement, families with bikes, a lawnmower, hand tools, rakes, shovels, a leaf 

blower, lawn trimmer, garden supplies, kayaks, rafts, oars or anything similar. If one house 
has 2 nice looking sheds while another has a patchwork fence what’s the problem. The 

problem is that the fence stays while the second shed has to go. That’s the problem. Stop 
going after the people who improve their neighborhoods, tackle the real problems, identify the 
real hazards and while we’re at it, stop giving tickets to the landlord over the tenant’s car. 

Now for something completely different. Council decides which Planning Board matters go 
past the beginning and final stages. Council ultimately approves or disapproves development. 

Last meeting there were 2 development items on the Consent Agenda resolution, tonight 
there are 3 resolution items 178, 179 and 180, each involve development. By design, those 

items aren’t up for separate discussion in Council meetings. Most residents don’t know the 
Planning Board process they just know when they see trees cut. Council for those taking notes 
here are 2 key items. First key item, 100 block of Kinsley, please Google exactly that 100 

Block of Kinsley and then please do it before the traffic pattern change and think about people 
who avoid that block but will have to start driving through it soon. Second key item, tax 

exemptions and PILOT programs. These are presented as small payments which grown large 
over time but they don’t when a new PILOT replaces an old one. The clock starts over, the 

payments go back down and the town doesn’t ever collect on the projected payments. That’s 
what happened when the Browns Woods Apartments. Final comment, if there is a goal to 
entice developers the thing to do is list the commercial real estate for sale. There could have 

been a big for sale sign in front of the yellow bank this whole time but we’ve only heard 
stories that don’t quite add up. Let’s do better. Thank you very much everyone for listening.  

 

Michael Sawka – 1. Commented on the issues with things that were at the home when they 
bought the place. Advised that people should talk to their realtor or attorney because they did 

not do their job reviewing your property and construction zoning records before you bought it 
to know what was put in there without permits. Stated that this was their fault and partly the 

purchasers fault for not doing their due diligence of buying the property. Stated that just 
because it was there does not mean it was allowed. Commented that people finish basements 
without permits and then have to rip everything out when they go to sell. Advised people to 

stop blaming the town on this one, this is the buyer’s responsibility. Noted that in 2018 the 
town put out a shed pamphlet that explained exactly what the shed rules were. Explained that 

people think they do not need a construction permit because the shed is less than 200 square 
feet but all sheds need a zoning permit because of impervious surface. Know the rules before 

you do it.  

 

Donna Anderson Sweeney – 1. Questioned if since her house was built in 1969 if there was 
anything in regards to grandfathering in.  Stated she is not a real estate attorney and she does 

not know every single thing regarding this. Added that the house had been sold two times 
before she bought it and she assumed that attorney also failed in the perspective of this. 

Commented that for people that do not deal with this regularly it is hard to know everything. 
Stated that it would be her assumption that the fence may have been allowed at the time it 

was built and that the streets have encroached on this property over time. Stated there should 

be some understanding for residents to know how these codes work and maybe some patience 
and tolerance for those that do not know. Asked that the notification process and the post 

office issue be taken into consideration.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 
 170-2021 Recognition of Dedication of Public Service by Lorraine Abbott. 
 

Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve Resolution 170-2021. McCartney, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolutions 176-2021. Councilwoman McCartney asked to 
pull Resolution 177-2021. Councilman Detrick asked to pull Resolutions 181-2021 and 182-



2021. Council President Burton pulled Resolution 184-2021.   
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

  

*MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2021.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  

  171-2021 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $600.00. 

 

  172-2021 Authorizes renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption and Club Licenses for the sale of 

alcohol for the term of July 2021 – June 2022. 

 

  173-2021 Adopts Updated 2021 Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual. 

 

  174-2021 Authorizes liens on certain private properties in violation of the Pemberton Township 

Property Maintenance Code, Chapter 145.  

 

  175-2021 Authorizes the Township to apply for grant funding through the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres Program for Field Lighting 

Systems.  

 

  176-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 

  177-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 

  178-2021 Approves Purchase, Sale and Redevelopment agreement with Pasadena Pemberton 

Solar Farm, LLC for Block 906, Lot 1.01. 

 

  179-2021 Authorizes the Pemberton Township Planning Board to conduct a Preliminary 

Investigation into properties along the Route 206 Corridor as a Non-Condemnation 

Redevelopment Area and/or an Area In Need of Rehabilitation.   

 

180-2021 Authorizes a contract with CME Associates for Planning Services to conduct a Study 

of the Route 206 Corridor as an Area In Need of Redevelopment or Rehabilitation in 

an amount not to exceed $26,750.00. 

 

181-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 
182-2021  Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 

183-2021 Authorizes the Municipal Tax Collector to prepare and mail estimated tax bills in 

accordance with P. L. 1994, c. 72.  

 

184-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

  

RESOLUTIONS  
  176-2021 Authorizes Change Order #2 and Final Payment to Earle Asphalt Co. 

for the Repaving of South Lakeshore Drive. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 

Councilman Allen asked about the cost savings and if with that savings anything else could be  
done. Mr. Hornickel advised that we were able to pave a portion of the roadway and that  

through the change order that is in this resolution the contractor was able to pave an  
additional 500 linear feet. Stated that only $27,000 is considered to be Urban Aid and is the 
only amount that we are able to carry forward. Noted that it burns him to say it, but since 

we were diligent and got a good price we have to let Trenton reclaim $62,000 to give to  
another town that was not as diligent as us. Noted that they did ask to keep some of the  

money to do more of the roadway.  
 

Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 176-2021. Allen, yea; Gardner, yes;  
Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 
 

  177-2021 Authorizes the Township Engineer to apply for State Aid Funding 
through the New Jersey Department of Transportation for South 

Lakeshore Drive, Phase III. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 

Councilwoman McCartney asked Administration to explain how far down South Lakeshore  
Drive would be done. Mr. Hornickel advised that they were looking at doing almost a mile  
but was not sure of exact locations.  

 
Motion by McCartney and Allen to approve Resolution 177-2021. McCartney, yes; Allen,  

yes; Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  



 
  181-2021 Authorizes the Township to enter into an Escrow Agreement with the 

Rockefeller Group, for a study of certain properties located on Blocks 
778 and 779 of the official tax map. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Detrick asked who the Rockefeller Group was. Mr. Hornickel noted that they 
are affiliated with the Rockefeller family. Councilman Detrick noted that we are authorizing 

to enter into an escrow agreement with them and asked for a purpose. Mr. Hornickel  

advised that Resolutions 181-2021 and 182-2021 went together. Stated that the Rockefeller 
Group is the contract purchaser of Block 779, Lots 2 and 3. Added that CRG has already 
completed their purchase of Block 778, Lot 3. Noted that they are looking at developing along 

Route 206. Councilman Detrick asked what they were looking to develop. Mr. Bayer stated 
that it was not good to discuss as it could undermine negotiations if they were to negotiate.  

It was noted that it would be light industrial.  
 

Motion by Detrick and Allen to approve Resolution 181-2021. Detrick, yes; Allen, yes;  

McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
182-2021  Authorizes the Township to Enter into an Escrow Agreement with 

CRG Acquisition, LLC, for a study of certain properties located on 

Blocks 778 and 779 of the official tax map. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 

Motion by Detrick and Gardner to approve Resolution 182-2021. Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
184-2021 Authorizes a contract with LRK as Special Project Planner for the CR 

687 and 530 TCDI Study. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
 

Council President Burton asked Mr. Hornickel to speak to this Resolution. Mr. 
Hornickel explained the project and that they require the township to appoint the 
Planner in one meeting and the contract in the second meeting. Noted we have a very 

benign contract and they offered to do it for the value of the grant that we are getting.  
 

Motion by Burton and Detrick to approve Resolution 184-2021. Burton, yes; Detrick, 
yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

  

2021 BUDGET 

 

BUDGET RESOLUTIONS 

 
 142-2021 Authorizes 2021 Municipal Budget to be read by title  

   only. Tabled from the June 2, 2021 meeting.  
 

Motion by Allen and Detrick to approve Resolution 142-2021. Allen, yes; Detrick, 
yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
117A-2021 Adopts 2021 Municipal Budget. Contingent upon receiving approval from  

  the State. Tabled from the the June 2, 2021 meeting.  

 

 

 Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve Resolution 117A-2021. McCartney,  
yes; Gardner, yes;  Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE 19-2021 
AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON PROHIBITING THE 

OPERATION OF ANY CLASS OF CANNABIS BUSINESSES WITHIN ITS 
GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES AND AMENDING SECTION 190-3 OF THE 
TOWNSHIP CODE  Tabled from the May 5, 2021 meeting.  

 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Michael Sawka – 1. Noted that if no action is taken this will only be allowed in the zones 

permitted by the regulations and not in residential zones. Suggested Council use the old Acme 
building for sales and medical distribution. Council thanked Mr. Sawka for his emails and 
website links. Council president Burton advised that she had read through all of it.  



 

Rachel Dudley – 1. Noted that this is heavily regulated and would be age appropriate. 

Commented on the quality of the cannabis and that it is not what is on the streets. Advised on 
the medical aspect of it. Stated that she has medical issues and uses CBD and it has saved her 

life. Stated she thinks it is wrong to close the books on it.  
 

Justine Miller – 1. Stated that there is a drug problem and is not about whether it is legal or 
not, this is just about whether this can be a business here. Commented that she thinks the 
town could benefit from the profits. Suggested using some of the profits from this to be used 

towards cleaning up the illegal drugs.  

 

Tom Pofahl – 1. Stated he started using childhood medical marijuana when he was 11 to deal 

with post-traumatic stress. Noted that he still uses it today and has to drive 45 minutes in 
traffic to obtain it, which does not help his PTSD. Noted there are many military people that 
also have to do the same just to get their medicinal marijuana. Noted that this can be fixed in 

this town. Stated he understands the smoke and minors, but in Colorado, Charlotte’s Web is 
the strain that does best for seizures in children. Noted it can take them from 100 seizures a 

day to none sometimes. Commented that he thinks we need to think really think hard about 

this. Stated that the money is one side of it. Noted he had been an addict of other drugs and to 

get his medicine he had to go to places that he would also get drugs that were not beneficial to 
him. Stated he does not have to do that anymore and has managed to stay clean because of it. 
Advised that it will help with the drug problem in this town. Added that he hopes Council 

will push it forward in the town. 

 

Sandra Armstrong – 1. Stated she hears all of the comments and can see some benefits, but 

still disagrees and feels that harm will be done to the body and does not think it is a fit for our 
town. Noted that living here we all have to travel to get something. Mentioned that she knows 

the military need things but does not think it would be considered an asset for the town.  

 

Joanna Kidd – 1. Commented on the smoke by her house from two people smoking. Noted 

she is from Brooklyn, New York and knows what it is and what it can do, but she is hesitant 
because people overuse it.  

 

Debbie McIlhenny – 1. Stated she has listened to all of the opinions and can see both sides. 
Noted her concerns are the affects it will have on individuals and families. Commented that it 
is addictive and she has seen the progression of addiction. Stated that the revenue would be 

wonderful, but does not think that any group of people can regulate what could happen. Does 
not want people just coming here to get high.  

 

Michelle Forman – 1. Questioned whose idea it was to put this on the agenda. Mr. Hornickel 
advised that it was his idea. Ms. Forman thought that it was a good idea to ban this in the 

town. Noted that her father was a pharmacist and he worked at the VA hospital and saw the 
end result of smoking pot. Feels we do not need to enable people here. Bless people who use it 

for medical purposes. Commented on her health issues and the issues with smoking.  

 

Michael Ruffalo III – 1. Noted he understands the points of people not wanting to bring 

substances into town, but we have liquor stores and stores that sell cigarettes.  Commented 
that this will be a regulated substance that cannot be sold to minors. Added that this will bring 
revenue into the town and is a $6 billion dollar a year business. Noted that he also is a 

medical user and it has changed his life for the better. Advised that there are other ways to 
ingest the marijuana that does not include smoking and he personally uses a vaporizer. 

Mentioned some of the other ways it can be used. Stated he does not feel that allowing sales 
in the township will not negatively stigmatize the town. Added that it is already being sold on 

black and gray markets and that if we are doing anything, it is taking money from the illegal 
markets and enriching ourselves. Stated we can do this quite easily as it has been done across 
other states and towns. Noted that in situations where we lose out on money that has to go 

back to Trenton, like was mentioned tonight, this will compensate for that loss.  
 

America Phillips – 1. Commented that this is not a way to bring revenue into the town. 
Stated the young generation has already been destroyed and the parents and grandparents are 

paying the price. Stated she does not think they should vote yes to destroying a family.  
 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
 

Councilman Allen explained what the vote on this ordinance would mean for the public to 
have an understanding. Stated that it is his opinion to opt out now and continue to do 



research, weigh options and then revisit this in the future to possibly opt in later. Noted that 
he personally does not feel this is a good fit for Pemberton and believes our focus should be in 

other areas. Added that the Township is currently working on new ideas that he feels will 
generate ratables, some of which are on tonight’s agenda. Commented that some neighboring 

townships have already opted out. Added that he feels there is no major demand to start 
businesses in the town. Advised on the findings of his own research and the discussions he 

has had with residents. Stated that he is not demonizing the use of marijuana in any way and 
feels we should opt out now since we have the ability to opt in in the future. Thanked Mr. 
Sawka again for his emails and information. Noted that even if it is not in this township, it is 

not prohibiting people from getting it elsewhere and taking it home.  
 

Council President Burton explained that she also was in favor of this ordinance. Commented 
that Pemberton is a community of a diverse group of people surrounded by bodies of water, 

farmland, proud residents, military families, good schools and a dedicated administration.  
Added that we are also a town that has suffered with the reality that our community has been 
plagued with tragedies related to drug use. Noted that because of this we are stigmatized as 

being a community where drugs are more prevalent and socially accepted. Stated that she 
personally is here to improve our reputation and does not think business of this nature will 

improve our reputation or the integrity of this township. Commented that she does not think 
it is a right fit or choice for us. Advised on potential legislation that may be coming and 

banking issues that are stemming from this type of business. Commented on students she has 
lost to drug use. Did advise it was not from marijuana use but was from opioid addiction.  
 

Councilman Gardner reiterated what he spoke about at the previous meeting. Noted that the 
way the ordinance is written he will not vote for it. Commented that he personally feels that 

by voting yes to this, he is taking himself back to the 1930’s when the lie about cannabis 
started. Stated that the lie continues and the biggest part of it is the racism that started all of 

this. Commented on the environmental impact and noted that there are also impacts from 
tires, plastics and glass that we cannot control. Stated we do have a great recycling program, 
but how many people are putting their plastic in the trash. Explained the bank issue is because 

federally it is still illegal. Stated he is not in favor of the ordinance the way it is written. Noted 
that originally he was against the first 3 classes and wanted the other 3 but after further 

research changed his mind. Asked for Mr. Bayer to explain. Mr. Bayer advised that there 
would be a State Cannabis Commission that would issue regulations soon but no before the 

towns have to decide how to proceed.  Explained some of the options that there currently are 
and the current powers of the Council. Stated that if Council decides to opt in now they can 
do it on their terms, but if they wait and do it later it would be under the State’s regulations. 

Noted this will be subject to litigation for various reasons. Councilman Gardner stated he 
wants us to have the control.  

 
Councilman Detrick stated that under the law it is a legal business. Commented that we are 

always talking in this town about wanting more ratables and more commercial businesses for 
the revenue they provide. Stated they provide revenue through property taxes and are taxed at 
a business rate. Commented that this particular business would not only have to pay property 

taxes but would also pay us a percentage of their cash stream. Mr. Bayer clarified that was 
correct but that a separate ordinance would have to be adopted to impose the tax as it does 

not happen automatically. Stated that if you are going to allow it you should tax it. 
Councilman Detrick noted that a typical business you cannot do this with but for cannabis 

you can. Stated that there has been a lot of talk about medical marijuana and its benefits. 
Noted that this ordinance would not really impact New Jersey’s legalization of medical 
marijuana but understands that medical use is only covered for certain conditions. 

Commented that he does not want people to think we are talking about allowing or banning 
all uses, and are only talking about recreational use. Noted that people are talking about the 

health effects of marijuana usage and dying of drug overdoses and stated that this goes back 
to the old idea that cannabis was a gateway drug. Stated that the reason some consider that to 

be true is because the same buy you buy your pot from is the same guy selling the opiates or 
methamphetamines. Noted that with this being State regulated you know what you are 
getting unlike what you may be buying off of the street which could be mixed with who 

knows what. Commented on the various ways to ingest the marijuana. Added that we know 
cigarettes are horrendous for our health and that alcohol has all kinds of effects on the brain 

and is also terrible for your health, but we allow them to be sold all over the place. Stated that 
the reason we do not want to allow it is because of this old reputation that people stuck with 

from years ago. Mentioned that he had done a paper in school on the effects of marijuana 
usage and back then the medical literature stated that the ill effects are extremely limited and 

that you do not get physically dependent. Noted that you may get psychologically dependent 
on it and stated that there are people who drink too much. Commented that he does not see 
this as a reason to deny this in the township and would rather have people getting it from a 

reliable source and not rolling the dice on their bodies.  



 
Councilwoman McCartney stated that she can see both sides of it. Stated that she has gone 

through the school system here and has seen kids making bad decisions and ending up 
incarcerated. Noted that if you look at the effects of marijuana as opposed to alcohol and 

cigarettes it is not as harmful. Added that it will be highly regulated just like many other 
things throughout New Jersey. Noted she was on the fence about Class 6 and is now not on 

the fence about it. Explained that she had spoken with friends in California about it, just to 
see how it would work. Commented that if we do not allow delivery service then we may 
inhibit business owners from coming into town. Added that people will be in their homes 

unlike people that go out drink and then drive and kill people.  
 

Motion by Allen and Burton to adopt Ordinance 19-2021. Allen, yes; Burton, yes; Detrick, 
no; Gardner, no; McCartney, no. Motion dies for lack of affirmative votes.  

 
Mr. Bayer advised Council that if they would like to regulate the various classes, they will 
need to adopt an ordinance by August 22nd. Mr. Hornickel stated that he did put the Planners 

on notice and that they recommended Council consider establishing a fixed number of 
licenses that they would be willing to approve, or permit, for each of the classes. Gave the 

example that this would exclude having 7 marijuana warehouses going up. Councilman 
Gardner asked if Council could have a discussion in closed session to re-write the ordinance. 

Mr. Bayer advised that it needs to be public and recommended having a sub-committee less 
than the quorum of the Council, that is for it, to work together to present something to the 
group. Mr. Bayer advised on the timeline of when another ordinance would have to be 

introduced and adopted. Reminded that this would also be a Zoning ordinance and would 
have to be referred to the Planning Board for Master Plan consistency. Stated that the Mayor 

would also need to be involved due to his role in the process and his ability to veto. Noted 
that the legal aspects could be discussed in closed session.  

 
ORDINANCE 25-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 

145 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” TO 
UPDATE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE STANDARDS 

 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

America Phillips – 1. Questioned what properties this pertained to. Mr. Bayer advised that 
this would apply to all properties throughout Pemberton Township.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
 

Questions submitted to the Clerk via Email: 
 
The following questions were submitted to the Township Clerk’s office by Richard Gober and 

read into the record by Mrs. Cosnoski. 1. I have numerous issues on this ordinance that I do 
not feel are fair to the residents of Pemberton Township. One thing that I believe is clearly 

lacking is the responsibility of Code Enforcement employees to issue violation notices and 

summons to the responsible person. Issuing a violation notice to the owner of a property for 
being 100% responsible for any landscaping issues such as grass not being more than 6 inches 

high, when that property is occupied by a tenant is simply wrong. To make matters worse 
even though the State of New Jersey clearly states that a notice must be given to an owner or 
occupant giving them an opportunity to correct a violation your rules in 135-35 and 135-37 

allows your Code Enforcement office to issue an owner a violation for high grass and even if 
the violation is corrected within the required time, 11 months and 15 days later that tenant 

does not cut the grass again the owner can be issued a summons with no need for a new 
violation notice. Do any of the Councilmembers own a rental unit? Can you imagine for a 

moment that you could live out if town and would need to ride by your rental property every 
week to make sure the grass does not get over 6 inches high or you can get a summons and 
possibly a $200 fine. Not to mention that if the Judge finds that the second, third or fourth 

additional offense was willful and inexcusable, he can sentence the offender in addition to or 
in lieu of set fine set forth in subsection A and the preceding paragraph to imprisonment in the 

County jail for a period not to exceed 90 days. Do you realize for a moment how many times 
that could a happen to an owner who does not make sure their grass is literally cut on a once 

a week basis? Are you not aware of what is going on with the COVID situation and where 
many landlords have tenants who have not paid one dime rent for 15 months, yet they cannot 
be evicted? Do you really think for a moment that tenant s going to cut their grass when they 

know their landlord will have to? A landlord could wind up getting 4 or 5 summonses over a 
3 or 4 month period. What is the goal here? Have violations corrected or fine your residents. 



This could even happen to a homeowner who received a violation in the Spring of 2021 and 
cut the grass in the required period, yet 4 months later he does not get back from a 10 day 

vacation in time to make sure the grass is cut, is not more than 6 inches high and he could 
receive a summons to go to court. Hold your hand up and spread your fingers and that is 6 

inches between your thumb and your index finger. Tenants should never receive a violation 
notice for peeling paint, broken shingles or broken windows and neither should property 

owners ever receive a notice of violation for a tenant’s vehicle that is not legally registered. I 
cannot touch or remove the tenant’s car nor can even the Pemberton Township Police do so. I 
cannot remove a tenant’s personal belongings in their yard just because you say they may be 

debris. I have been convicted 7 times in 50 years for those types of offenses in Pemberton 
Township and I have appealed every one of those decisions to the Burlington County 

Superior Court and all convictions were overturned. I strongly suggest that before you pass 
this ordinance that you take the time to speak to your township Prosecutor and/or Judge and 

get their professional opinion on these types of matters. 2. Next item is the vacancy issues, 
there is not clarity if that also applies to an owner of a vacant store downtown. I have not seen 
where it clearly only states residential units. I’m a little confused and I think there should be 

clarification on exact time and when a property is then declared vacant. Have you allowed for 
an owner who has just evicted a tenant who still has their furniture on the property and the 

landlord must give them 33 days to remove it before they can even start to renovate the 
property for the next tenant?  Then they have to go in and repaint, do repairs and have a new 

tenant and have all of that happen within 60 days. Once ordinance says the property is vacant 
after 30 days and another one says 60 days not to mention it is my personal opinion that it is 
only a matter of time that someone will choose to appeal the amounts of the fines that you 

have set up. I believe that it will get overturned in Superior Court as well. On a closing issue, 
Council if your goal was to improve the conditions of properties in Pemberton Township then 

why are you not making it mandatory to have a certificate of occupancy issued when property 
is sold? Pemberton Township has never done that yet you hold the landlords hands to the fire 

to inspect their properties. Many years ago I researched this issue and I believe there are 60 
municipalities in Burlington County, Mrs. Cosnoski advised that there are 40. 20 years ago 55 
of them had mandatory CO inspections upon sale. At your last meeting residents were 

screaming with frustration about a property that is not maintained, yet Mayor Patriarca you 
have said you could not even do anything about that. Give that suggestion some thought. 

Have the rundown piece of crap homes inspected before a new owner moves in. If it was a 
renter they would not have even been allowed to move in. Send these 2 ordinances back to 

the drawing board and get them right before you pass them. What is the rush? 
 
Councilman Gardner noted that if he had a rental property and was going to be out of town, 

he would make it a responsibility to be sure he had a maintenance plan that either the tenants, 
or an outside agency, would cut the grass or do what it was that needed to be done. Stated 

that just because you live out of town does not mean that you should not have a responsibility 
to maintain your property. Mr. Hornickel thanked Councilman Gardner as he was going to 

include that in his response. Commented that the Faulkner Act, which we are governed by, 
requires our code to have a provision for an enhanced penalty for a second violation within 12 
months. Added that it does however say that if the governing body does not want to impose 

that second or enhanced penalty that the governing body must pass an ordinance specifically 
opting out of it. Stated that we know the difficulties we have with Code Enforcement in the 

town and asked why Administration would recommend asking Council to opt out of that 
when it hold people accountable for maintaining their properties. Noted that he had explained 

this to Mr. Gober in an email and that he would not recommend doing this. Commented that 
when he goes away he works with his neighbors to take care of things for him and vice versa. 
Suggested landlords do the same. Mentioned that Mr. Gober is a professional landlord and 

has bragged about the amount of properties he has owned throughout the years. Stated that he 
is well aware of what he can and cannot do as a landlord and could easily include a provison 

that would require his renters to pay additional rent for him to maintain a property. Added 
that he could also hire a property manager who could do and pass this modest charge along to 

his tenants, but instead chooses to complain about our efforts to hold people more 
accountable. Added that, as you can tell from Mr. Boland’s comments he must have been 
listening to Mr. Gober because literally the only landlord that has complained about this issue 

with a tenant with an inoperative vehicle is Mr. Gober. Stated he has heard from no other 
landlords about this issue. Advised that as Council may recall, it is not illegal to have an 

inoperable vehicle on your property if your tenant covers it up and drains the fluids from it. 
Commented that if it is such a big deal, then Mr. Gober should put it in his lease, to cover it 

or he can charge them for a form fitting cover to be in line with the code. Noted that the one 
valid point he thinks he raises is that Council at some point in the future should consider 
requiring all property owners to have a property inspected before they sell the property. Stated 

that he and the Mayor have talked about this and is something that they are interested in 
doing. Added that the first thing they need to do is get the properties township wide up to 

standard. Commented that we have doubled our code enforcement staff and on the violation 



notices that have been issued. Councilman Gardner commented on the tax write offs Mr. 
Gober is entitled to as a business owner. Mr. Hornickel stated that there is no reason why the 

violation for the site triangle issue should not have the ability to ask for an extension to ask for 
more time. Noted that it is up to Council, but that if they want to amend Chapter 145-14 to 

remove that sentence, they can do through an amendment now with another hearing at the 
next meeting. Mr. Bayer further explained this portion of the ordinance and the eliminating of 

the last sentence to extend the period of abatement. Discussion ensued on the amount of time 
to allow, whether the sentence should or should not be removed and why. Councilman 
Detrick noted that the Judge, if he feels you are trying to work on the issue, will continue to 

carry the case and only charge court fees. Councilman Gardner noted he did not feel the issue 
with the site triangle should be ignored because of the danger to motorists.  

 
Motion by McCartney and Detrick to amend Ordinance 25-2021 and to strike 145-14B from 

the code, with a public hearing to be held at the July 14, 2021 meeting. McCartney, yes; 
Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

Council President Burton advised that they were going to take a 5 minute break.  
 

Council resumed the meeting.  
 

ORDINANCE 26-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 
148 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “RENTAL PROPERTIES” TO UPDATE 

RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND OCCUPANCY STANDARDS 
 

Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  
 

Mrs. Cosnoski noted that she had no further comments from anyone, but did note that some 
of the comments she had read from Mr. Gober for Ordinance 25-2021, did relate to this 
ordinance.  

 
Seeing no public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
 

Motion by McCartney and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 26-2021. McCartney, yes; Gardner, 
yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS      
 

 a.  Engineer's Report – 6/10/2021 – Council had no comments.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 6/11/2021. 
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the 

NJ State Police or the Attorney General's office; Burton, yes with the exception of payment 

for Prosecutor services. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Noted that at the last meeting the issue came up with reading the 
comments that come from email. Advised that the resolution that Council had adopted as 

part of the COVID 19 emergency, was issued because there was a State of Emergency relating 
to COVID. Added that this resolution allowed email comments for people that could not 

participate for various reasons. Suggested that since we are out of the State of Emergency, 
with the exception of mask requirements for certain areas, and have gone back to public 
meetings, the emailing of public comments is no longer needed. Stated that he did not feel 

anything needed to be adopted but Council could if they wanted to and that Mrs. Cosnoski 
could advertise that email comments were no longer being accepted. Advised that he could 

work on the language with Mrs. Cosnoski. Councilman Detrick thought it would be 
courteous to advise the few residents that do submit emails ahead of time. Mrs. Cosnoski 

advised that we do put notifications on the website. Discussion ensued on this matter.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Patriarca: Advised that the Water Carnival would be on July 10th. Explained that this 
year there would be no floats as no one submitted a request to enter one. Noted that they 



believed that cost may have been a factor as materials are outrageous right now. Stated that 
Recreation is working on bringing in other types of entertainment. Commented on the Blue 

Claws game, and commended Recreation and Administrative staff that put it together, for an 
employee event. Stated it was very nice seeing employees and the Fire Department out 

enjoying the evening. Commented that they had fireworks but they were not our fireworks. 
Added that this Saturday, at the Country Lakes Firehouse, there will be a food truck and craft 

vendor event. Suggested everyone come out to show their support and enjoy the event. 
Mentioned that Pemberton was listed as being 42% vaccinated and encouraged everyone that 
could be vaccinated to get vaccinated, not just for themselves but for everyone’s safety. 

Commented that we often get letters from out of town citizens that are concerned about our 
community and the laws that we pass here and how they may affect individuals that own 

investment properties here. Noted that for fun he went on Ventnor’s webpage and looked at 
their property maintenance code and would encourage Council to go on and look for 

themselves at 158-2a and see what Ventnor requires. Noted that they required that the 
homeowner and renter are advised and are given 5 days to abate a nuisance problem and we 
give 10. Stated that he is sure that the same person that lives in Ventnor and spends time 

sending us emails about what we are doing is spending the same time contacting their 
hometown. Commended Council on their diligence for holding the line to that standard 

because it is important that we have some standards here. Noted that he had given all of 
Council the report that he gets from Public Works on maintenance done over the last 2 weeks. 

Advised that they would be asking to receive that on the Monday before the meeting to allow 
Council time to review it. Commented on the tremendous job that individuals providing 
services throughout the township, that work here, are doing with Councils support.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Noted that he wanted to advise on some of the comments made 

in emailed comments. Noted that it was suggested that Council decided which planning 
board matters go past the beginning and final stages and that Council approves or disapproves 

development. Advised that this was totally incorrect and has always been the Planning Board 
that decides. Noted that the commenter also indicated that there are three resolutions 
involving development on tonight agenda and explained that there were four and why they 

were not up for discussion. Added that Resolutions 177-2021 through 181-2021 were all 
related to the same thing and it would not be beneficial to discuss over four meetings what 

can be done in one. Mr. Bayer added that they were pulled and discussed separately. 
Mentioned the comment that was made about the PILOT program at the Browns Woods 

apartments, criticizing Council for approving a second PILOT. Stated that if Council did not 
want to enter into this PILOT and the former PILOT expired, Browns Woods apartments 
would no longer be an eligible low-income residence, which would deprive hundreds of 

township resident from otherwise eligible low-income properties. Added that when someone 
makes a comment during public comments, they should be sure they have the correct 

information. Mr. Bayer added that this developer is also investing in this property to make it a 
better property. Mr. Hornickel advised that there had been a good turnout for the survey that 

was done for DVRPC regarding the walk trails. Stated that almost 300 people responded to 
the survey and about 200 to 250 were very supportive of increasing sidewalks, bike lanes, 
trails, intersections and things of that nature. Thanked all for sharing that with their networks 

to get such a wide variety of people to respond. Wished all a very happy 4th of July and will 
see all at the Water Carnival.   

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Council President Burton – Stated she wanted to try and respond to some of Mr. Gober’s 

questions on the mailboxes in Sunbury Village. Mr. Hornickel advised that the Post Master 
had been advised three weeks ago and have had no such request from them to modify 

anything. Council President Burton noted that Council has not received any petition from 
residents of Sunbury regarding the impending changes. Council President asked for an answer 
on a quote for the cameras and noted this would be the last time it would be addressed as it 

has been addressed multiple times. Mayor Patriarca advised that the only quote received was 
for cameras for the municipal building property but not for Sunbury. Thanked everyone for 

coming out and for sharing their thoughts, concerns and opinions on what we do here. Stated 
that despite the fact that it did not go the way she would have chosen for it to go, you can be 

certain that everything will be in place for the ordinance that was passed. Thanked her 
colleagues for all that they did and the homework that they did regarding this ordinance. 
Thanked Mr. Sawka for all of the information that he had sent to Council and noted that she 

did read it all. Stated that this is why Council is here and that they want and need the 
residents support. Reminded that this Friday, Recreation and the Township Alliance Group 

would be having their first movie on the beach and that it will be ‘the Little Rascals’. Wished 
all a happy 4th of July and a Happy Father’s Day to everyone.  

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked all of Council for doing their research and expressing 



their thoughts and acting as a responsible council for their town. Thanked Administration for 
continuing to give Council reports to provide them with a clear picture of all of the work that 

is being done. Stated she knows that sometimes we get involved in residents comments that 
are negative and do not see what is going on, but that tonight we have residents here that are 

still with us that are investing I our community. Noted she is excited about the Love Jersey 
Crew with Mr. Profahl and is in support of measures to improve our community. 

Commended the Girl Scout troop leader for instilling the values in our youth, which will be a 
lifelong learning for them. Noted that she was a Girl Scout also. Mentioned Ms. Phillips who 
is here and has always been an advocate for Presidential Lakes. Thanked all of the people that 

were present for investing and caring in the community. Stated that all have the support of 
Council if it is a positive investment for our residents. Commented that she would be out of 

State for both the July 14th and August 4th meetings. Wanted to know if she could dial in for 
those meetings. Mr. Bayer advised that this is allowable under the Open Public Meetings Act. 

Noted that she would be available through texting and some email. Added that she was in 
favor of a sub-committee but would not be able to participate. Asked all to have a good night.   

 

Councilman Allen – Commented on the road paving going on and how well it looks. Noted 
on his appreciation for the Police and Fire Departments and the exceptional job that they do. 

Stated that now that things are opening back up and we are being more social, he would 

suggest the departments do a meet and greet to continue to interact with the residents, 
highlighting some of the things they do throughout the community. Suggested that the 

Township hire a high school intern, or partner with the high school to select a student 
annually that would give then the opportunity to understand the ins and outs of an office, 
township government and the different departments. Advised that he and his son attended the 

Fishing Derby and had a great time with great attendance. Stated that it was the biggest 
turnout they have ever had. Added that immediately following the Derby, he and his son 

went on a nature tour in White Bogs. Commented that he is only mentioning this to advise on 
some of the things the Township has to offer. Encouraged everyone to be a tourist in our 

township as we do offer a lot. Stated that when he was at the derby he spoke to a couple that 
said they have been in the township for almost 60 years and stated to him that for anyone 

who says there is nothing to do in this township, or that the township is not beautiful, they 
have not been in the township long enough to see all of the growth.  

 

Councilman Detrick – Thanked Mr. Sawka for all of his work and stated that whether you 

agree with him or not, he put in a lot of time on the issue. Suggested he take on another issue 
because we need that kind of input. Stated he supports Mr. Pofahl and what it is he is trying 

to do and will be out there with him if he sends him some dates. Thanked everyone for 
coming out and that it was great to see so much participation. Appreciated all of the 

comments. Wished all a Happy Father’s Day and a happy 4th of July. Mentioned that at 
White Bogs, in lieu of one big Blueberry Festival they are going to have events every Saturday 
for approximately 7 to 8 weeks in a row, starting the 26th. Noted that they will have music, 

vendors and other things as well. Encouraged all to check it out.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Reminded that the Water Carnival is coming up and since there are 
no floats he will bring his rubber ducky. Wished all a Happy Father’s Day. Thanked Mr. 
Sawka for all of the information that he provided. Noted he is a big fan of his because he gives 

them the facts. Commended him for issuing a challenge to all those that complained and 
noted that none of them are here tonight. Noted that the only negative thing he can say is the 

name calling distracts from his message in his opinion. Stated he thought that the gazebo idea 
was great and noted that there is one in Westampton. Commented that the only issue might 

be Pinelands because they will find something stop it. Thanked everyone for coming out and 
the great team that he is working with. Stated that they have their differences and have been 

called bobble heads, but they do their own research and they do know what is going on. 
Stated that even though there were three same opinions, there were two that were different 
and we govern what we think is best for the town. Thanked them again for always working 

together.  
 

Mrs. Cosnoski advised that today she had the honor of attending the Municipal Clerks 
Association of New Jersey’s annual meeting. Stated that this was the first in-person meeting 

they had in over 15 months. Noted that she went with Pemberton Township’s Deputy 
Municipal Clerk, Sunshine Dashiell, who was pinned and recognized for achieving her 
Registered Municipal Clerk’s certification. Noted that this was not an easy certification to 

obtain, attending 2 to 3 years of multiple classes and tests. Stated that in the end, after passing 
each class, you have to take the State exam with a passing grade of 80%. Commented that it is 

not an easy exam to pass and she is proud to see Mrs. Dashiell achieve this goal. Added that 
she will have to maintain credits to keep her RMC. Advised that the Township Clerk’s office 

is required to prepare and do everything for the council meeting and we also do all of the 
follow up from the meeting. Commented that there is so much more that the office does 



including dog and liquor licenses, vital statistics, elections and OPRA requests that have 
become an increasingly larger part of our job. Stated that she was very fortunate seven years 

ago when Mrs. Dashiell applied for the position of Deputy Township Clerk. Noted that the 
Clerk’s office used to have four employees and now only has two. Commented that Mrs. 

Dashiell is an absolute intricate part of her office that allows her to be able to run it at a level 
without losing services to the residents. Added that she would not be able to run the office 

without her. Wanted to congratulate her and thank her for being the amazing person that she 
is and is an invaluable employee to the Township. Stated that she is not here and normally 
would have invited her to hear it all in person, but she would not want that and will be upset 

when she hears this when she does the minutes. Commented that she wanted this on the 
records because she made a big achievement for a municipal clerk and that this town has an 

amazing Deputy Clerk and that she is fortunate to have her as hers. Council congratulated 
Mrs. Dashiell.  

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:37 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


